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Humanity in the eyes 
of Angelina Jolie

by Monet Lu
Beautiful Life

Hollywood is home to the most famous stars; 
public figures whose lives are inevitably under 
a microscope lens, whether they like it or not. 
Though some struggle through such reality, others, 
like Angelica Jolie-Pitt gives these lenses such an 
inspiring specimen to look at.

This woman needs no introduction as a humanitarian 
ambassador. She is admired and respected by several 
men and women alike. One could make the argument 
that she is the most famous woman in the world, if 
not the best woman to walk the earth unscathed of its 
corrupted views and tolerance to injustice. If you look 
at a homeless child with sorrow in your eyes and say 
to yourself, “I would give anything to keep that child 
off the streets.” Or if you look around and see a world 
filled with humans struggling to find solace in spite of 
the world’s hostility; you see humanity through the eyes 
of Angelina Jolie-Pitt.

Jolie, a mother of six children, with a natural beauty 
that is both inside and out, is a woman of virtue. She 
is dedicated to seeing her vision come to fruition, and 
there’s no stopping her. Jolie first became personally 
aware of worldwide humanitarian crises while filming 
Tomb Raider in Cambodia. She continued to find 
ways to help resolve refugee problems in other nations 
by turning to The Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).
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According to an article written 
about her, “Since 2001, Jolie has been 
on field missions around the world 
and met with refugees and internally 
displaced persons in more than 20 
countries, including Sierra Leone, 
Tanzania, Cambodia, Pakistan, 
Thailand, Ecuador, Kosovo, Kenya, 
Namibia, Sri Lanka, to name a few. 
And most recently visited earthquake 
victims in Haiti on her latest trip to 
help survivors of conflict and natural 
disaster.” It is beyond admirable that 
she did not let even threats to her life 
stop her from going to these places. 
In fact, it was reported that on Jolie’s 
recent trip to Afghanistan, she wrote 
a farewell letter to her husband after 
being warned that she was a target for 
an attack.

Jolie also founded The Jolie-
Pitt Foundation that is dedicated to 
eradicating extreme rural poverty, 
protecting natural resources and 
conserving wildlife. The said 
organization donated a sizeable 
amount to an international medical 
humanitarian organization that 
provides aid in nearly 60 countries to 
people whose survival is threatened 
by violence, neglect, or catastrophe, 
primarily due to armed conflict, 
epidemics, malnutrition, exclusion 
from health care, or natural disasters.

Over the years, Jolie was 
recognized for her humanitarian 
efforts. In 2001, she was named a 
UNHCR Goodwill Ambassador. In 
2003, she was the first recipient of the 
newly created Citizen of the World. 
In 2005, Jolie was awarded the Global 
Humanitarian Award. Over time, she 
became more involved on a political 
level and is consistent in raising 
awareness of the situation of refugees 
in the world.

I can fill my column about Jolie’s 
humanitarian efforts, and yet my 
words are insufficient to see through 
her heart. Hers is apparently wide open 
to the needy – a heart shared with 

seven of the most important people 
in her life. Starting with her dashing 
husband, Brad Pitt who also exhibits 
the same amount of dedication 
and generosity as his wife. And the 
children in their famously multi-
cultural brood: Maddox Chivan (15), 
Pax Thien (13), Zahara Marley (11), 
Shiloh Nouvel (8) and twins; Vivienne 
Marcheline and Knox Leon (6).

With a beautiful family 
bearing humanitarian legacy, could 
Angelina be any more selfless? 
The rhetoric answer to that was 
further emphasized when the 
Jolie underwent a preventative double 
mastectomy. Not only did she take the 
brave decision to have the dramatic 
surgery, after discovering that she 
had a high chance of developing 

cancer, the same disease that killed 
her mother, Marchelline Bertrand, in 
2007, she even wrote a moving op-
ed piece for the New York Times so 
that other women would hopefully 
benefit from her decision. This 
act undoubtedly won the people’s 
admiration. I am awed and inspired 
that such a person still lives amongst 
us.

Angelina Jolie-Pitt looks at life 
much differently than others. But 
more importantly, she sees humanity 
in such an amazing way that inspires 
all of us. She does not want the 
meaning of her life to rest on the 
meaning of her life as an actress. Most 
of all, she does not see humanity as a 
failure when she can do something to 
help restore it.




