
14     MANILA UP! 

by Esmeralda Padilla-Gould
Vegas Vibes

Las Vegas, a one 
of a kind city

shopping and dining options, top-notch shows, and events, 
as well as a plethora of schools and colleges a short drive or 
jog from the next perpendicular block or corner street.

Now for the last contingent, I will mention on this 
sunny day today...our vast Asian communities sprawled 
about the greater Las Vegas area.

As a Filipino immigrant myself, I have experienced the 
overwhelming excitement of my dreams and desires being 
realized. We have all shared in the hope and anticipation of 
a successful, quality life being available as only the United 
States can provide.

It is no secret in the Las Vegas Asian community, there 
are many opportunities one can seize to better the quality of 
life for any willing individual.

Las Vegas has something for everyone, whether you’re 
on vacation, a resident, or making a life-changing decision 
to create a promising future for yourself and your progeny. 
There is no other city overflowing with unique opportunity 
quite like Las Vegas, and there may not be for a long time.

We will further examine three unique perspectives 
gathered from their own distinct viewpoints as articulated 
collectively by two geographically distant and two 
demographically divergent peoples.

The odds are, most famous examples of Las Vegas 
include colossal marquis, the sounds of bells and whistles, 
countless taxi cabs, and of course... the requisite (and 
endangered) neon lights of Sin City. 

These are quite obviously likenesses brought forth 
from the memories of the past tens of thousands of weekly 
tourists who make Las Vegas their temporary home.

By far, the most predominant culture in Clark County 
is the wonderfully diverse general populace, commonly 
referred to as “locals.” These are your everyday citizens who 
see Las Vegas for what she really is... a modern, beautiful 
city in the Mojave region, in the western United States 
of America. We locals live and flourish here in this mild, 
predictable semi-arid climate of perpetual blue skies and 
scattered stratus morning clouds. We enjoy countless 
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